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TW ASSUME the liberty, my 


Lords, to obſerve, that there can be 

7 no way of preventing any particulat 
done) or by ſuperinducing | arher motives 
of forte to counteract and eontroul the 
former. The motives to a criminal amour 
cannot be taken away: they are in the 


* 


[ 2 ] 
me to enquire how far my Lord of Lan- 
daff's Bill for the prevention of Adultery 
operates towards the creation of any new 
motive of force to controul. It probi- 


bits marriage between the criminal par- 
ties, If, indeed, the expectation of fu- 


ture marriage ſhall be conſidered as even 
an acceſſory motive to the commiſſion 
of the crime, then the taking off of that 
. acceſſory may be of uſe. If this motive 
be conſidered as growing out of worldly 
prudence „or ambition, the reſtraint will 
be calculated to meet the cauſe of Hence, 
but if out of love and attachment, it 
will be leſs relative and leſs effectulll. 
Your Lordſhips ſay, and ſay truly, 
that the age is become exceedin gly 
profligate ; and this you declare to be 
the ground of your procedure; but the 
acceſſory motives here mentioned are 
TWP | 3 not, 


[ 37 
not,. properly ſpeaking, the motives of 
a « cas age. Worldly prudence, or 
perſonal attachment, may prevail equal- 


ly in any age whatever. That which 
we might expect from your Lord- 
ſhips, and which the time requires, is, 
that your Lordſhips ſhould meet the pre- 
vailing profligacy with ſome relative and 
adequate reſtraint, But how does the 
preſent Bill apply? The lady of the 
| times, my good Lords, looks to the pre- 

ent man, and not the future huſband ; 
and the gentleman ſeeks nothing leſs 
than a future wife, in the profligate wan- 
ton he diſhonours. Both the parties de- 
pend on privacy and concealment, and 
_ apprehend divorce as an evi, not a good; 
an evil, however, not attended with the 
ſame ſhame as heretofore; and therefore 


more lightly hazarded: the powerful re- 
B 2 ſtraint 


T * 2 


age has almoſt wholly done aa). 
© Under theſe circumſtances, then, \my 
Lords, fo prohibit marriage between the 
_ offending parties, is not to apply the 
remedy to tlie diſeaſe. Marriage is un 
event Which we cannot fuppbſe to habe 
been in their contemplation; and if the 
capacity and hope of future marriage 
did not act as a motive to encburage, 
how can we Poſſibly ſuppoſe chat "the 
| incapacity propoſed will operate a as 5 0 
nalty to reſtraa n??? 
There really appears, my ende, „ir 1 
may be allowed the freedom of thinking 
ſo, tod much of paſtoral ſimplicity, in ſup- 
poſing that the wantons of the age look 
up, amid tlieir unholy agitations, to the 
marriage rite, and mean ultimately topu- 
rify Gor — and legalize their love. 
Your 


15 1 
Your Lordihips ſeem to me (I ſpeak with 
great diffidence) never to have ventured 
deep enough into the ſpeculations of fin: 
à little more profane knowledge might 
have acquainted your . Lordſhips, that a 
Bill compelling, nat- probibiting, the mar- 
riage of the parties, would. be the moſt 
- dkely, method of meeting the evil, and 
of producing an effectual reform. The 
gentleman, under ſuch a proviſion, might 
fearfully apprehend a future wife in 2 
reſent wanton, and feel, by anticipation, 
an his own forehead, thoſe imputed dif- 
honours which he was preparing for ano- 
ther ; and the lady might be equally ſtar- 
tled at the image of a dull buſband in the 
gay gallant, and dread the conſequences of 
a future alliance with the witneſs:of het 
debauches. Or let us grant, as indeed 
Wwe. maſk grant, that theſe offences would 
| i 3 „ 


(65 ] 
not, even under theſe terrors, be wholly 
prevented ; yet would the offending par- 
ties be frequently caught in this legal 
net, and held forth, as in the loves of 
Mars and Venus, for the ſport, - and 
ſcorn, and warning of every beholder. . 
6 

then, a-grauer toner I am willing to 
allow, my Lords, that. there may be 
one caſe in a hundred wherein the parties 
are mutually influenced by real love and 
perſonal attachment, which is the caſe 
to which my Lord of Landaff's Bill ſeems 
more particularly to apply; yet this, 
my Lords, 1s the only caſe which ſeems 
to admit of ſome apology and excuſe. 
The. prohibition of marriage, in this 
caſe, may be certainly conſidered as a 
penalty ; but whether it is a penalty cal- 

5 5 culated 


I71] 
culated to reform, may be worth your 
Lordſhips wiſdom to conſider. Do your 
Lordſhips think that any form of words, 


or black letter, can repeal the affections 
of the mind, and diffolve the attachments 
of nature? No, my Lords, the criminal 
Proceſs will be preciſely the ſame, in ſpite 
of legal inconvenience; and how far it 
may become your Lordfhips to deprive 
theſe votaries, of legal ſanctions ſubſe- 
quent to divorce, and leave them, for 
the reſt of their lives, in the impure 
ſtate of nature, is for your nn Lord- 
ſhips to conſider, | 
But my Lord of Landaff's Bill! goes 
further, and contains a proviſion, the 


purpoſe of which I can by no means 
diſcover; it not only prohibits mar- 
riage between the offending parties, 
* enacts that the party, on ac- 

fy B 4 count 
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count of whoſe offence the divorce is 
fon whatever during the ſpace of twelve 
calendar months. The proviſion is ge- 
neral, and extends alike to huſbend and 
to wife; but the ze is, I preſume, 


chiefly for the lady. But with reſpect 
even to her, I find myſelf greatly at a 
loſs: If ſhe had been deſtined to the 
unſocial limits of a convent during this 
period, I ſhould have underſtood it; or 
If ſne had been prohibited from ever 
marrying at all, and given up in full 
property to the public, I ſhould have 
underſtood that too, though I might not 
approve; but why, after having indulged 
-acertain conſtitutional impulſe, in ſpite 
of legal and religious reſtraint, ſhe 
ſhould next be given up to the domi - 
* nion of that ed without any re- 
vin . ſtraint 


| (49 ] 

Hraint at all, for one whole ear, beſory 
the can be allowed to attains a purer 
fate, is a matter to me of very high dif- 
ficulty, aud-æuen- pe = üer 
comment; By: what new name, my 
Lords, ſhall we diſtinguiſh this" new 
condition of the ſex, compounded thus 
of too much natural and 100 little 
legal capacity ? ph, the members 
of this annual fiſterhod eannot be 
called; nor widows, ner married, nor 
Angler but a fort of middle beings, 
aymphs of a very equivocal ſort in- 
deed, advancing in {gal as they recede 
in natural purity, and diſclofing, them 
p, the natural rankneſs and licen- 

tiouſneſs of their wing, when they are 
fuppoſed, by your good: Lordfhips, to 
be locked up in the ſolitary quietiſm of 


 # legal transformation. Many cautious 
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caſes, my Lords, of law and of con- 
ſcience, may ariſe out of this new con- 
dition. If a lady, having loſt the bluſh. 
of modeſty, naturally cumpetent to-day, 
and legally. competent to-morrow, ſhould 
but I will not moot caſes on ſo 
delicate a point, leſt I ſhould expoſe my- 
ſelf to miſconſtructions. From levities 
of every kind, under the condition of ad- 
dreſſing your Lordſhips, I hold thoſe 
obliged to abſtain. 

Will your Lordſhips allow me to 1 
ſerve, that legiſlation is an undertaking 
of great difficulty and hazard ? So great, 
that I am much inclined to think that 
there never was a good law made upon 
ſpeculation only. Neceſſity, my Lords, 
is our only law- maker. Every new re- 
gulation ought, perhaps, to be loudly 
and univerſally called for, nine years at 
leaſt, before it is inſtituted into law; and 

| the 
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the remedy be allowed, perhaps, to grow 
naturally out of the evil, and take ſome 
ſhape and apparency in the public eye, 
previous to its final legitimation. Many 
inferences, my Lords, may be drawn, 
neceſſarily drawn, and many conſtruc- 
tions made, neceſſarily made, beyond the 
letter of the act, or the intentions of 
the maker. In the preſent caſe, - my 
Lords, I doubt, ——nay I do not believe, 
that your Lordſhips look to the whole 
operation of this very Bill. I do not 
believe, my Lords, becauſe, believing, I 
ſhould not approve. With reſpect to 
reformation, my Lords, your Lordſhips 
great object, I have ventured to ſuggeſt, 
that it will have no effectual operation; 
but it 0“ operate, my Lords, not againſt 
the criminal parties, _ uc the ine 
nocent; and, | La 


The 
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Tue child hall rue, wg n 
. The ſtatute of the day. r 

* Your Lordſhips en the PR 
m the criminal. parties; but the lady, 
like the mother of the. unfortunate Sa- 
vage, may be pregnant by her abuſer 
at the period of her divoreo. Your 
Lordſhips Bill, like that unnatural mo- 
ther, refuſes legitimation to the child ; 
it goes further, my Lords, and refuſes 
tegitimation to every other child by the 
ſame parents. But ſuppoſing, as is moſt 
l likely to happen, that the lady, in con- 

1 ſequence of her divorce, ſhould imme- 
| diately conſole herſelf with a new aſls- 
i | *  Eiate, and ſhould become pregnant dars 
( ing the firſt three months of her ins 
tercourſe t your Lordſhips Bill pro- : 

. Hibits' the lady from any marriage what- 
ever and the fpace of twelve calendar 
5 months ; ; 


( 23 ] 


months z-=it refuſes. legitimation, theres 
fore, to this child - lakewife;and' refuſes 
a father; who is not the! object of your 
Bill, the right of legitimating luis own 
offspring. Strange! that a ill to pres 
vent Adultery, ſhould operate againſt a 
father not guilty of the ſuppbſed offence; 
and, ſtranger ſtill, againſt ua child not 
guilty :offence-whatever. But, at 
to theſe": , I doubt- the operation 
of your 'Lordſhips Bill. If the lady 
marries within the 2prohibited perind, 
eee. believe, by her own actual 
diſobedience, remove the imputed offene 
and diſqualification of her child; at leaſt 
this may be matter hereafter of high und 
expenſive raed which is in itſelf a 
rar.. gal ih ft HH © 
Now, my Lends) I beg: leave to Fey 
mand, with-great deference and reſpe& 


11 1 
towards your Lordſhips, upon what 
principle theſe diſqualifications, as re- 
ſpecting the unborn infants, can be ſup- 
ported? If we have heard, my Lords, 
in a theocracy, of the fins of the fathers 
being wifited upon the children; we have 
heard of a legiſlation which did not re- 
quire the aid or concurrence of human 
law; of a diſpenſation neither calculat- 
ed for our underſtanding or imitation. 
The union between the ſexes, my Lords, 
appears, as relative to its effect, to be a 
mere phyſical proceſs, and independent 
of any moral, conſidered as ſubſiſting 
between the parties; and accordingly, 
in conformity with this appearance, -we 
find the produce of the moſt illicit con- 
currence to be as perfect and as compact 
in body and in mind, as Bonet madam 
Mae. Let the parties anſwer the crime; 
" tbr 67 the 
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the offspring ' ſtands, as far as e can 
judge, undebaſed, untainted, independ- 
ent, and alone. Why thereſore it houid 
be refuſed the right of legitimationꝭ df 

the parents are willing and. able to give 
it, ſeems very hard to tell. If either of 
the parents are otherwiſe bound in mars 
riage, it is an evil not to be helped. If 
fanguinity, it is ſaid, and I believe, that 
natural weakneſs or imperfection fol- 
lows. If the parents refuſe legitimation, 
the Vi is with them. But your Lord- 
ſhips are now opening a new ſource of 
diſqualification, founded upon poſitive 
law, independent of any moral or phy- 
ical impediment whatever and are vis 
ſiting the ſins of the parents, not in any 
degree, as I chink, upon the parents img 
Jelves, - but upon the innocent —. | 


f i6 1 
of a procsſe;"the: iinmorality of "which 
does nbt concern them, und in which} 


they may boldly: ſtänd up. ad witneſſes 
and declare; wthatothere: was no Phe 


. ee wliatovery” * wii 7 913 EN. a; 


I have now. — ig 
N too long; yet am very deſirous 
of drawing your attentions a' moment 
longer: Wilt you permit mie my Lords 
You may une mtereſted in tlie 
matten. T1 %o AHA [iter 

There is, 45 W 3 wel | 
Yr 4 great deal of good inſtruction 
in old fable. The Hydra, my Lords} 
was amotifter with many heads and oe 
body: it was one of the labours, you! 
Lordſhips remember, of 4 Herotiles 
deſtroy it. From the exciſion f un 
head ſprung many. It became neceſſary, 
therefore, to cruſh them all at one ad- 


venture, and cloſe up the ſource of their 
3 inereaſe 


way” 


TW 
ralf with fire. Fo trandlate this fic» 
ion ante unh — Tha ices, my Londa, 
obſerved to approach 
7 have 2 theteforg d funded 
Kenda B 8 -geneial cauſe wall be 
bound te produce them ill z they will 


| n er ö 
 theivital:fuppost of ane head, Pals 
fable; ax be pioduced mary. To &6- 
ct. reformatibn ove muſt; endeavour 
with zeal and force: ta exterminate: the 
commun + cayſe, , and: deſtroy the: deeds 
eee e un take . 
8 el e 
-manior; dyoifiob 3s, elta. ana, 
- OK My Lond. of. Landaff 0M «Grad, 
i | 2 that 
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that there have been more 'divorces fois * 
Adultery within theſe laft: tigittcon pam. 
than during the whole: 
of our political exiſtence, ft D | 
relate but ſurely, my Lordsd notivery 
ftrange, conſidereũ as relative to this one 
point, when we know that :there: has 
been the like increake, in ſpite of. great 
example, of all other vices, during tie 
ſame period. Fraud, and licenitivuſnes 
of every form; perſidy, gdming, caitii | 
tion. | But why ſhould I call:theſe, jaritl 
a thouſand other familiar 'vices; by their 
; names ? Their names, my-bordsjitiam 
afraid, have loſt their accuſtomed-force, 
and no longer excite ſenſations: of> diſ- 
guſt and horror. Vet let me name 10 


your Lordſhips that deſtroying "@brrup- 
Yon which is mid d to attach ul all; to 


poiſon 
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* enquire — ,ardfhy 
come forth with a paper witch, zs it F 
were in your hands, to alfa Adi terx 
only? the Lofteſt ang, gentleſt, iniqu 
ot the groupe, friendleſs too, and with 
out any defences, but few. wo 101 +4 
ſmiles, and more infidjous tears. WT 
not, my Lords, in che true hike, he. 
roic adventure, aq ment Herculean 


. 


— 4 


club, yureathed in your hands, of pit. 


tual as well as ter mporal pow 
not manfully Inveſt ourſelves with the 
lion's: kin, and boldly. encounter t char 
foul Corruption which, threatons to 0. 


ſend you on your very ſeats, 


— 


of 
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eve Font inks with Gifhorionir ? If, 
Therefore, my Lords; you Acnbftion re 
mortality, uſing the Word th 4 Ckri 
tan 1s Well as Pugan Tetife, take p'the 
en, 2d conquir. Büt Pace on High 
is the thted of virtub, aid duſt he 

"OY and hird to tan. Votif Ht 
mis Will, Hiftiout Uolibt; cöttterplate 
he: Adventure. — Aktie Kirmfhüng t the 
| Year Of vice, Than Hure your L felge 

a wilt not avail : you thuft boldly imeetititr 


3 her ſtrength, an offer yourſelves ton 


the hazards ahd' fatigties If Bite.” 700 
| hr tnay your Lorffhips perhaps ſay; yer 
2 hitth g vol ye wy to, proportioned" ro joitr 
; eele 7 Means, and ut "withbut a prbpar 'whd 
Prident regard to your oun cafe DIdTaPH. 
Under fach a difpofttion, If Tuch Arall 
* * for A Phe dec 1 
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your Lonlſhis pot £0 1 yourſlre 
a all, hpt conſult your gaſe_ and ay 
of Alber. Vu only. my Lords, 
in my humble opinion, and according | 
to the fable, myliph evi, and park bs 
barrel grder and progreſs of things. . 
I il endegvour_ to_explain. to your | 
Lardſhips,: and in 4. few words, why { 
KAY Enormities Hure ariden juſt at this | 
perigd, and all together. J7: ithout of 
Ali, my Lords, qilinty ond char h. 1 4. 
baye ritten and fabled in Vain. 
Nature. e all know, has furniſhed 
MA With pn of /elf-lave «hu W h puſh- 4 
ang him beyond a certain nean, in volye 
_ thim..in. vices; ſhe has allo ache 
bim With errpult, bath within, and 
Without his conſtitution, .to \balanee | 
cheſe impulſes and prevent their ef. 
Out of different governments ariſe dif- 


C 3 ferent | 
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2 1 contronls; : in 4 mixed o or r Free 


„ ſttate, the great controul is in the power 


ASX 


of the people; — - public truft cannot be 
obtained without popularity popularity * 
cannot be obtained without charatter ;— 
character cannot be obtain ed but by a 
con formity of manners and conduct to 
public opinion public opinion. | is always i in 
favour of virtue; and thus virtue gef 
becomes neceſſary, and vite, of courſe, 
diſcountenanced. and deſpiſed; oY 
muſt be for ever the effect of popular 
election and democratic influence,” 
Now, my Lords, though 1 confeſs that 
the democracy of this country was nearly 
extinguiſhed before the commentement 
of the era marked out by ny Lord of 
: Landaff, yet there was, however, an 
opinion of its exiſtence, and ſo long it 
had the effect of a control, ; but very 
J ear 
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_ exlyin this ez it became manifeſt, from 
ttz natural unfolding of; things, that 
| there · was. in truth no democratic | inte- 
_ reſt. in; the ſtate, but that, the members 
of the Lower Houle, might be conſidered 

| as. having, a property in their ſeats, and 
" as fitting, in their own right, and not 
_ 3, the, agents and repreſentatives of 
2 others: an and. thus, my. Lords, on the 
ſudden. inertion. of an ancient intereſt, 


Were all the old controuls taken off, as 


| it were f in a day, and at à time, too, 


he 2 when a very great acceſſion of wealth 


and of empire had created new tempta- 


| 1 ions, requiring more controul than 


. ever: nor were there, nor could there 
be any.o other controuls 'of auy fort.ſub- 
dime at, this period; in the place of 
thoſe which were thus done away, The 
hip - conſequence. was, that the Hydra Vice 

MF c 4 ü 


E 4 } 
mite US dt DAE Her Khindithd heb 


teadibg univerſal rage and &finay: 
Voor Lotdfhips muſt rentetnber, chüt 
all Worttter habfts, aft fentiment, all prins- 
ple, afl pattie Affektlots, Were gene ⸗ 


inipitffe being thus let Wöſe, every co 
Got bröken ddt, thrt pübfit afl 


Frert reer gh i at na, hid 8 


nie Univerfrl profligacy in ved a 
Gvered All. Since Which, We hive Unly 


Had eilte to artige "teſt tofigficith. 


Alto forts, to contemplate their differetit. 
Feathres, and to ſettle "ther various 


characters und Titles: ating. whom: 


your T6tAſhips, Have now ſingled out 
5 "Hat Hooded ferpeiit, the ſleck aid (oft 
Adultery, as the Gbject of yori Witte 
| ſpleen and legilkattve rage. (nw 


But if f \arious vices, my Wan 5 . 


thus 


Liſt ride aud! Lp and, ebery 


— 


vain is "0 we 2 tl 
for 
— nay ps ror 
* graſp the e 
„ aud deſtroy 
„ "by "the 6ſt bntemitting et. 
— R 
_— EY my Lords, und 
out a fable, if your Lerdihüpe, M. 
$6ſed und Wpeben by the üfüy Of 


your characters, are zealous and fin- 


dere in Mie cauſe ef public and privcte 
= Land I am fare, my Lords; hut 
eco ſhould be otherwiſe; | 
— by genctetes and religious mo- 
you wiſely Ibek to temporal hotiour 


juftifled in ſaying; 

that you muſt 
dhe hole length bf duty, and wg 
"ON eeaſing, to reſtore the ancient 


contFauls, 9 


"ati eternal Fewafd -I hall Feel myfett 
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Sed en ce te ding ence 


of the conſtitution. n 
« "apt tata 


Py electors, 18 evidently; the naw: 
| wating principle; but in the mean time, 
my Lords, and until this renovation 
your Lordſhips muſt ſtand on your 
own ſeparate virtue; you muſt ſub- 
ſtitute yourſelves, my Lords, with ſuch 
aid and countenance as your. Lopdſhips 
may well hope to obtain, in the place of 
a conſtitution; you muſt labour to pre- 
ſerve unbroken the external form of 
115 things, in order to attend che return of 
that principle, which may once again 
re- animate the whole; you muſt com- 
bat the corruption of the times: through 
all its forms; you muſt endeavour, in 
vyour ſphere, to give limits and integrity 
75 . to 


. 
& > 


_ which/conftitute- virtue, and not. fucoe/7. 
| Buceeſs, your Lordſhips are aware, is at 
belt butbapping, and-in.'thisicaſe, the 
1 of: nene * 


4 #7 0 


n hie 
ön the true principles of the canſtitu 
ion, which: will be found to be thoſe 


bren hohl reader may ſmile, perhaps, and 
ds ready upbn a view of cauſes and 


effects, to ecuſe your Lordſhips from 
ſo hopeleſb a toil. Your: Lordſhips, 
however, know, and can inſtruct the 
Wörld, that it is ot ive and endeavour 
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neon A* Bb s idea of 
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to very greet comfideration ; but you are 
alſo many, my Lords, and may combine 
into a Hereules. . I ought indeed rather, = 
from my own wie of things, to apgur 
facility than toil;. and many A mativg, 
and many a hope could I ſuggeſt, if it 
were, proper and decent to urge your 
peculiarly grau aut of your condition, 
You are ready, I. am perſuaded, my 
you are called upon, my Lords, in your 
temporal as well as ſpiritual characters 
you haue been charged, my Londs, li- 
entiouſly. charged, with. being a dead. 
'wweight in the hands of, miniſters s ;I5&-, | 
fats the ſcandal, and be a /ving energy 
in the boſom of ybur country. Hor 


would be your e What ha- 


nour 


1 4 


Inlinitcly becoming. to ſay no more. 


. 25 
sar would pon bt left back'on the 
Fee uf Dur tr f t hen 
Gene ww de Deen Tackeſtiderk> Other 
und Mgheer comfderatioms it bocorncs e 
vo Mae te your Lorlfhipe,ucBut "yet, 
my Lords;vamd torwithitarutiing--afi- 
all Lend Whereftireda Aicentious 
e wee Smovanich—a Uifing tae 


tb krate bite or your! Lorddhige) w- 
m 3 
; not polliBly beiattogethorprtentin your 
| Loddſhips to die. Fhepreſfenr pio- 
. which your Kbps a en 

M ot mad. 


lament, will, under the — 
have” produt dthem, daily aud err 
inercaſe,; ary PRs nee 
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ſolute and depo ic.” 8. r p, my 
Lords, whieti;'\f6:higotren;- —— 
lee harſheſt. ard moſt ferocious, form, _ 


ſhipsize but though therextrompy at/thus _ 


_—_ Lui der thaw | 


prey — 84% 


nat a plealant iiles, Ilenow to jun Lord- 


power be certainſy an ui inditſeif. it 


will controul, your Lordchips-will 
member, a mob Hr dalex ; and, if your | 


it may not be proper, pechahs, in, nr 


Lordſhips cart think of no othes remedy. 


59 
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Lordſhips to; diſturb the. proceſa h bills, 
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ill calculated for delay: 


* 8 my Lords, however, =I, . 
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rious other eſtabliſhments, civil and ave 
Cleſiaſtical, but to contreul theſe exe 
ſttręmes, and redure them to am, in 
which the perfection of the Engliſh go- 
vemment was placed: But this brings us 
Sack to the aid point, and infers the aua 
exiftence of 4 pojadar puer. Doubtlaſt, 
pda EL; e Hoe 
and nothing en the other, 002. 
| Bui is there ne midi nay, 5 5 1 
your accaſional- under demand, between 
abe extremes of ' profigary un aue; 
But how came :this-officiqug,gentleman 
| * that there dan be an eite 
in virtue? He may quate ux, Per- 
FEE and affirm, chat ine rage of the 
- Sabine women, the aſſaſſinstiom of For- 
Janna, the muder: of Virginia: and other 


— were auch A of i 
1 
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burel virtue, as met in their effetts the 


extreme of profligacy.. The anſwer / is 
Mort ;—Eyery government: in the world 


muſt produce manners correſpondent to 
itſelf, and which; contri ibuting to the | 
ſupport of ſuch government, are dig- 
nified, of courſe, within the limits of 
that Sorernment. with the name of 


virtue. : 
The Romgn government was very! im- 
perfectiy conſtituted, and produced, of 
courſe, manners very. extravagant and + 
wild. But fo excellently conſtituted way * 
that of England, and ſo checked from 
extremes of every fort, that the manners 
reſulting from i it were; in conformity to 
the government itſelf, a perfect: mean ; "= 
which; doubtleſs, all moral excellence. is is | 
placed. And from hence Was derived 
this great felicity, that x public manners = 
D and 


* Lg 


L 4] 
and private virtue, ſober reaſon and true 
religion, could all meet in one point, 
and concur and operate together. . 
By the word virtue, I ſuppoſe, this 
" pontleman muſt mean national manners ; 
for an extreme of real virtue is, to uſe 2 
very plain word, perfe&t nonſenſe, Tt 
1s melting of pure gold into alloy, or or 
| hardenin g diamonds i into ſoftneſs, or any 
other contradiction we pleaſs But 1 nei 
ther of manners is there, properly peak 
ing, an extreme. Referred to reaſon or 
religion, they way, abſtrabtedly conſi- 
dered, be extravagant, or wrong 4 but 
referred to their proper ſtandard, go- 
vernment, they are natural and right. 
_ The government, then, m en, may be im Soma 
extreme True, it may be very ill conſti- 
tuted; but it may be very dangerous to 
_innorate, for all that, leſt, through the 
. maedium 


1 8 


hoedlum of profligacy it may fall; never: 
frily fall, upon another extreme, altoge- 
ther as bad. If the gentleman thinks 


| hee can bring the Engliſh government. to 


reſt upori better principles, that is ano- 
ther thing : but I ſhall excuſe myſelf 
; from entering into any diſpute upon 
that queſtion, ET | 
But of profigary? Thus; it is, I 
affirm, nd part of national manners, 
nor is chere . common point of union 
betwixt them. When we can find a 
| 1 fixed point between government and no 
| government; then, and not tall then, 


5 may. N find a middle way between if 


| Higacy and national manners. 
This gentleman 1 is to learn, that pro- 


; Do is not the correſpondent man= 
ners of any 2 emment, whatever. Pro- 


deer infers the A, e 
| FD 2 
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Alpers, of government. Tt-camiotin- 
'deed deffroy deſpotiſm; hut it will g 
der the fondition of the 


oat me. 10 KEI Ir 
The profligacy which has lately pre- 
vailed in England indicates, moſt ma- 
nifeſtly, the loſs of ſome- conſtituent 
part of our political frame; and the 
mode of that profligacy marks preciſely 
the very loſs we have ſuſtained. The 
preſent manners, if 1 miſtake not, are 
compounded of profligacy and meanneſs: 
ſare ſigh that we have at once loſt a 
be le, and a great controut. — 
Luxury is, IJ know, the word ; but if 
tuxury has any meaning diſtin from 
the profligacy I. ſpeak of, and which I 
. conſider as an,zefee only, and not & 
cauſe; let thoſe conjure with it who. 
n 15 _ 


13 
can ; it wholly exceeds my comprehen- 
But this gentleman may perhaps have 
a further reach. Struck with the rapid 
progreſs of theſe ſtrange vices, which 
have fo ſuddenly broke in upon us, and 
hopeleſs of expelling them all together, | 
he may poſſibly look to ſome capitulation, 
or ſome zreaty of partition or, perhaps, 
| off intercourſe and peace. But your Lord- 

- ſhips will diſdain a thought equally 1 im- 
practicable and baſe. Profligacies are of 
no country, of no habitation, or 3 
ment; a banditti only, ſpreading deſola- 

tion every where, and thriving vpon 

ſpoil: they who do not reſiſt, are ſub- 
dued; neutrality is treaſon; it is leaguing 
with the enemy; it is going over to 

vice, and deſerting f the" Spare of our 8 
coontt:r. ee 

. z EZ as we 
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We have already faid, that "PE. 18 


na middle way; that point of perfection 


at which we ou ght to have ſtopped, is 
the only ſin gle point to which we ſhould 
inceſſantly endeavonr to return. 
Much, my Lords, could I add j in this 
place, not unworthy the : attention per- 


Haps « of every order of the ftate, but 1 
am writing a mere Tugitive letter, and | 
will abſtain. wo 


To return then to the gent fenen. "He 


N may perhaps have found ome expedient ; 
it 18 but candid to hear bim. A human 


perfettion. cannot be obtained. —1 only ſaid, 


my Lords, that this ſnould be the point 
of our endeavour. —ell, But i ur en- 
 deavours ſpould appear bopote ft and impric- 


 ticable, is there 1 Paying prof gary From 
. Fhat extreme birth may require the controut 


of abjolure and de depot power '? is there mo 


prevalence | 


* 


1 
— in Law, no . power in „ Penalty, 
te limit and reſtrain ĩ— Penalty and Low. 
I know, my Lords—for I will anſwer | 
before your Lordſhips that this word 
Lau has been ſounded high: the Engliſh 
government has been defined, by great 
authority, to be a government of Law; 
_ whilſt it has been my great unhappineſs | 
to conceive. that Law was the creature 
only, and not the ercator of government. 
And another great perſon, of high 
dignity, not unknown to your Lord- 
ſhips, has gone yet further, and has 
given to Lay a kind of independent ſub- 
. fiſtence, original and ſelf- derived, with 
fuch ſuper- eminent qualities, As to en- 
able it, by ſome happy neceſſity in its 
nature, to beget Liberty, even on the 
body of Reſtraint, Thie appear ſtrange 
nn who have never conceived higher 
| Þ 1 
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of Law, than of an inſtrument, and 
ſometimes, 48 it may well happen, and 
as in fact it often does happen, in Mo- 
rocco and other ſtates, as the inſtru- 
ment of the vileſt N of the worſt 
of men. | 
But certain 1 6 Ws te 
gentleman, may, without reſtoring} the 
ancient popular controuls, be made, 
to limit the profligacies of the time, 
and ſuperſede the neceſſity of a deſ- 
Potic power. — But, in my judgment, 
my Lords, there is not ſo great a 
ſpace as this e may conceive, 
between theſe penalties, . conſidered as 
carried into fe, and a-deſpotic ppwer. 
Penalty, my Lords, even in any degree, 
partakes a little of the nature of deſpo- 
tiſm, that is, it ſubſtitutes mere power 
in the place of natural and moral cauſes. 
1 VVV 


8 * 
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Penal laws, my Lords, are but a dead 
letter, unleſs enforced by a living and ſu- 
per intending power ; and that power which 
can give ect to ſuch legal reſtraints as 
a general profligacy may require, wants 
very little, or perhaps nothing at all, my 
Lords, of being itſelf  deſpotic and above 
controul. And thus, my Lords, may 
this gentleman's unhappy patient die 
under his hands, and, as it often hap- 
pens, even of the very remedy itſelf. 
I am free to confeſs, my Lords, that 
I have no great veneration for penal 

laws: they are in ſome caſes neceſſary, 
| even in the beſt government ; but they 
ſhould not ſtand alone, but always be 
found in the train of ſome preventive in- 
ſtitution. Steel traps and ſpring guns, 
however promul gated 3 in white or black 


letter, without ſome preventive high 
wall 


» 
— 


T 1 
wall or deterring ditch, are in my judg. 
ment nothing leſs than open malice and 
public murder. Penalties, my Lords, 
80, at the moſt, only to the ſupport of | 
manners, not to their formation. Man- 
ners, my Lords, it has been. obſerved, 
are derived from the conſtitution of 
government, not from law of any kind. 
—Will your Lordſhips indulge me 4 
moment Government may be defined 
to be ſuch a relation among human be- 
ings aſſociated together, and ſuch a hap- 
py order and balanced condition -of 
things, from which a legs Native and ex- 
ecutive power muſt naturally reſult; 
this order is, then, antecedent to theſe 
| powers, and theſe powers only. the re- 
fult. Law again, my Lords, 1s but a 


* 4 mr pere r this ſuppoſed 
A antecedent 


A ” 
. 
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antecedent order was derived the manners, 
and the great end of legiſlation was ta 
fix this order, and of courſe to preſerve 
thoſe manners from chang ge. Now, my 
Lords, if the manners change, it is thoſe 
ori iginal relations, or ſuch inſtitutions as 
have been long interwove with them, that 
are giving way, which are become defec- 
tive, and which need reform. This re- 
form the legifſative power ought to make 
by its proper inſtrument, the Law. But 
I ſhould- doubt, in theory, my Lords, 
whether the legillature could honeſtly 
repeal this original. oxDER from which 
itſelf was derived. But, paſſing this,— 
if, inſtead of reſorting to general princi- 

ples, the legiſlature will only endeavour 
to correct a cauſe by its ect, and reform 
by Punifbing, it will de fuch a reaction, 


which, if not puſhod to a point incom- 
adde 
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patible with every idea of liberal go- 
yernment, will be found in practice to 
be vain and without effect. We have 
already carried this matter, in theory, 
to its extreme, and have enacted ſuch a 
variety of penal laws, as - might make 
Japan tremble ; but they are hitherto 
happily controuled and counteracted by 
a variety of cauſes, though not however 
without producing great . miſery and 
oppreſſion, and without, -as I think, the 
leaſt reform. I am, I confeſs, ſo great 
a friend to prevention, and ſo little to 
penalty, that I am almoſt ready to concur 
with Sancho, who wiſhed 

To ſpare the thief who ſtole the purſe away, 

And hang the man who put it in his way, 
And if, on occaſion of our public execu- 
tions, there was added to every  twen- 


1 ſi nnn a fabricator of penal. 
_ "i 


„ 
" ties, to be ſure, my Lords, however flip- 
pant in the trade, but a good ſubſtantial 
We inter juſtice, at the leaſt, it might 
go far to throw our legiſtators rather 
upon preventive than penal laws. © 
But 1 have; perhaps, detained your 
Lordſhips too long; and ſhall therefore 
only add a ſhort compendium;  * * 
Lau, my Lords, is but an arinuncia- 
tion of the public : but if that ul 
itſelf be corrupt —if the legiſlators them- 
ſelves, in their private and public capa- 
cities, be the great objects of neceſſary 
reform where is the remedy ?- Laws 
will either not be made, or be made only 
for mockery and evaſion. Heretofore, 
the people acted upon the legiſlature for 
the beſt purpoſes, and taught them to 
eontroul themſelves. Hereafter, the 1e 
vm may act * the people for the 
worſt, 


[46] 
worſt purpoſes, not to reform, but 4 | 
diſhonour, debaſe, and oppreſs.— In 
ſuch a caſe, the multitude will be 
— to tell chemſelves, that their leaſt 
evil is their greateſt good, and will fee 
with pleaſure ariſe, in the diſcretion of 
ſome def; potic power, a firmer legiſlature, 
and a more equal law. This, my Lords; 
is the point to which national profligacy 
tends; -and the point which we ſhall pro- 
bably attain; without the powerful and 
extraordinary interpoſition of private 
virtue, exerting itſelf to reſtore a more 
balanced and rational order of things. 


From your Lordſhips, though not 


from your Lordſhips alone, one may 
hope for ſuch an interpoſition. But, 
not to be the dupe « of confidence, —if 
your Lordſhips: ſhould decline the la- 


our, there will then be nothing left, 
| but 


SLA + 
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but to intreat your Lordſhips not to 
miſ-ſpend your very valuable hours in 
weaving penal ſpringes for vice, out of 
the rotten materials of a corrupt and 
decaying conſtitution. . It will not only, 
my Lords, be vain and fruitleſs, as to 
its purpoſed end, but deſtructive of all 
future reſource, by raiſing up a nume 
rous and corrupt magiſtracy on the ruins 
of that-popular intereſt, from which. all 
generous. govetnment and noble W 
eee 


ta 1 

A ND thus, my Lords, | you are in poſ 
ſeſmon of ſentiments, ſuch as they are, 
at leaſt very honeſtly and frankly given. 
The writer's firſt intention, my Lords, was 
only to convey to your Lordſhips notice 
certain objections to ſuch clauſes of my 
Lord of Landaff's Bill as may have the 
effect of baſtardizing infants, contrary, 
as he thinks, to the principles of good 
policy and natural juſtice; This he con- 
fidered as a ſerious matter; the” other 
parts of the Bill did not appear ſo im- 
portant. The levities of the time ſeemed 
to him—he ſpeaks fearfully—to render 
| the proviſions both light and erroneous. 
The Bill, my Lords, ſüuppeſes profligacy; 
and yet impoſes ſhame. But ſhame, my 
Lords, ſeems more likely, in a very 
ſhort time, to change ſides; and mo- 
deſt Women, driven from every polite 13 
ß circle, 


/ 
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circle, be made to 
In conſidering theſe lighter parts, he 
has: been, he fears, betrayed almoſt in- 
to a ſmile; but he has been conſcious, | 
notwithſtanding, of the greateſt reſpect 
for your Lordſhips perſons, and the 
higheſt veneration of your order. 
The objections here referred to were 
intended to be canveyed through ſome 
publie channel to your Lordſhips' notice, 
and out of reſpect to your Lordſhips, 
wwhilſt the Bill remained under your vun 
controul; this required diſpatch; but 
learning ſince, that the commitment was 
delayed, he has found leiſure, as your 
Lordſhips ſee, to run the whole length 
of this addreſs. Of the parts thus add- 

ed, and which ſeem perhaps foreign to 
the. Bill, he ſhall ſay nothing, hut that 
5 E _ 


uſh at their own 
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they are well and honeſtly intended, and 
may be worth your ' Lordſhips' curioſity, 
if for nothing elſe, yet at leaſt for this, 
that, being written in theſe times, and 
on a political ſubject, they however con- | 
tain, no party ſpirit whatever; indeed + 
it is not poſſible that they ſhould, for 
pour Lordſhips will clearly diſcern thro* 
them, that the writer is rootedly of 
opinion, that not men, but general prin- 
ciples and inſtitutions, govern the world, 
and that men, politically conſidered, are 
mere blind inſtruments, .. formed and 
_ diſpoſed by cauſes external to themſelves. 
— The writer, however, ſuppoſes | very 
honourable exceptions, in all periods, of 
particular men, ſuperior to the influences 
under which they live, and whoſe virtues 
and abilities may in nice mbmcnta gs 


the maſt. * Girettion to affairs. | 
"Thi 
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This opinion, my Lords, is not ſin- 
gular or new it may be inferred. from 
all political writing and conyerfation 
whatever, though perhaps, indeed, min- 
N gled with ſomething too much of the 
contrary ;. for it is the common pru- 
dence or folly of the world, to be at the 
ſame time of oppoſite. opinions, and ci- 
villy embrace k Doth, ſides of a contradic- 
1 4 
But e 3 auch opinion 
without any reſerve before. your Lord- 
ſhips, he hopes your. Lordſhips will do 
him the juſtice to ſuppoſe that he thinks 
himſelf well inſtructed how to ſave out 
of this predicament, thoſe- principles in 
man, by. which he becomes a moral 
_ agent and the ſubject of religion. He 


Ron himſelf accountable to your Lord- 
1 2 * 08 
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Tips for any opinion which/1 may ſeem 
to narrow the ground either of natural 
or revealed religion ; he therefore haſtens 
to inform your Lordſhips that he is 
taught, that man often unavoidably 
weak and ignorant is accountable beyond 
the grave for Anceric alone. Sincere obe- 
dience, ſays my Lord of Glouceſter, to 
the ſupreme will, as interpreted by moral | 
feeling and revealed reli gion, conſtitutes 
(he writes from memory only) genuine 
and real virtue. But theſe moral feel- 
ings, my Lords, may, under the influ- 
ence of external impreſſions, vary within 
certain limits, not exceeding the natural 
condition of political government and 
human underſtanding. Within theſe 
points, my Lords, fincerity, viſible only 
to the eye of H eaven, and belongin g to 
the 


i 2 1 


the individuaf as fach — lead um 
through theftuation bf atzen Bar! 
nes to his . peeuBiar juftigention add 
reward. As for - profligacy, my Lords: | 
it Has Hot 4 refererlck to bf hut wee, 
and is derived not from tHe inffüteriee br 
peculiar inſtitution, but the 10s atil 
düſſolution of all, and is therefere ih its 
nature, of no long duration. From this 
condition of things, ve Have à. ghit to 
took up for remedy "to men ſet apart 
lc your Lordihipi for the preſervation 
6f piiblic morals and hon being in this at 
country inveſted With politicaFas well 
| religious power e may⸗ well expect 
mould apply alf the means with Which 

vou are intruſted, Both towards tlie matt. 

tenatiee and reſtöration ef public and 
. virtue. The writer, m Lords. 
may 


© . 

the protection of that ſincerity, which 
at leaſt cannot * en e of- 
feng. 

For this ** 1 he joins with 
others i in applauding your Lordſhips' ipi- 
ous zeal againſt-the very pernicious crane 
of Adultery, but muſt, notwithſtanding, 
expreſs his wonder, that, at a time when 
we might expect to ſce our Lordſhips 
upholding, and reſtoring. the great for- 


treſs of public liberty, and virtue—when OY 


2 we + might expect to find you, under the 
add of the conſtitution, declaring 
war againſt all the aſſociated powers of 
invading profligacy and vice, that we 
ſhould yet find your Lordſhips, at ſuch 

a time, engaged in puny battle with this 
ſingle tranſgreſſion; which, Iam aſhamed | 
2 5 to 
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thouſand arts and evaſions, and with 


the aid of many kindred p ces, your beſt 
and moſt e 9 
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